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Kenneth Kovalchik <kovalchikk@togny.org>

Rapp Road Barrier 
1 message

R A Miller <r_a_miller@yahoo.com> Mon, May 6, 2019 at 12:43 PM
To: laura.travison@albanycountyny.gov
Cc: "Kovalchikk@togny.org" <Kovalchikk@togny.org>, "mayor@albanyny.gov" <mayor@albanyny.gov>

Laura:
 
As a resident of Village in the Green Condominiums off of Pine Lane in Albany, I am sending you this note to register my
disapproval with the plans for the Rapp Road Barrier that is planned as part of the Pyramid Company's new condominium
complex tied to the Crossgates Mall development. Although I am all for future development in Albany, a physical barrier
that disconnects residents in the existing Pine Bush communities from Western Avenue is completely unacceptable. It
adds notable transit time to key businesses on Western Ave. (including Price Chopper), and if it cuts off access to the
Crossgates Mall Access Road, it also adds significant time to travel from these neighborhoods to the Albany International
Airport because it denies easy access to I-87. Other folks in my development have expressed concerns about
environmental effects on the Pine Bush -- or perhaps more importantly the speed of response for first responders... These
are probably valid concerns.
 
I'd rather not see a development of the proposed size at all -- but if Pyramid is going to go forward with the development,
a physical barrier on Rapp Road is a complete non-starter and will certainly change my voting patterns in future elections.
The barrier is a BAD idea. Period.
 
Thanks for your understanding.
 
Rick Miller
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Kenneth Kovalchik <kovalchikk@togny.org>

[Town of Guilderland NY] Rapp Rd Proposed Apartments/Barrier (Sent by Mary Ann
Kindlon, m6a6k6@gmail.com) 
1 message

Contact form at Town of Guilderland NY <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Mon, May 6, 2019 at 4:32 PM
Reply-To: m6a6k6@gmail.com
To: kovalchikk@togny.org

Hello kkovalchik, 
 
Mary Ann Kindlon (m6a6k6@gmail.com) has sent you a message via your contact 
form (https://www.townofguilderland.org/user/3993/contact) at Town of 
Guilderland NY. 
 
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at 
https://www.townofguilderland.org/user/3993/edit. 
 
Message: 
 
Good afternoon Mr.Kovalchik 
 
I am writing to you to express my STRONG OPPOSITION to the proposed 222 
apartment/townhouse development that is being considered. I live in the 
Village in the Green condominium complex off of Pine Lane. Traffic on Western 
Ave is already very congested. I know there was a study  done & amazingly 
after their one day, 4 hr study 1&1/2 yrs ago, they found no significant 
impact that 222 homes would have on the area. That's insane! Have you been on 
Western Ave lately?  Why doesn't Pyramid use all the empty parking lot space 
I see everyday to build? The tax breaks they get is insulting to all the 
small business owners who seem to have to foot the bill (I have a relative 
who has a business on Western Ave across from the mall). 
 
If this goes through, there is a proposal for a barrier on Rapp Rd. Again, 
STRONGLY OPPOSED!! This would have a great impact on emergency vehicles 
getting to our community. Not to mention the inconvenience of having to get 
to Western Ave via Gipp Rd. How do you think that would go over for the 
residents on Gipp Rd? 
 
It has been my experience that the people making these decisions for our 
community don't even know where Village in the Green is located & have never 
been here. The decisions that are made really do have an effect on our 
everyday, real life situations. They greatly effect our quality of life. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mary Ann Kindlon 
 

mailto:m6a6k6@gmail.com
https://www.townofguilderland.org/user/3993/contact
https://www.townofguilderland.org/user/3993/edit
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Kenneth Kovalchik <kovalchikk@togny.org>

crossgates mall apartment project 
1 message

ahannaford@nycap.rr.com <ahannaford@nycap.rr.com> Tue, May 7, 2019 at 12:20 PM
To: Laura.travison@albanycountyny.gov
Cc: Kovalchikk@togny.org

sent to Pat Fahy May 7, 2019: 
 
 
 
Hello Pat! 
The addition of 200 apartments at Crossgates mall brings to mind many problems. Especially the usual concerns: pine
bush habitat, traffic, sewers, etc. HOWEVER the final straw for all in this neighborhood is the DEAD ENDING OF RAPP
ROAD at or near Gipp road.  PLEASE PLEASE  stop this crazy idea!! I live at Village in the Green condos off pine lane in
Albany.  This move would drastically limit our access to Western ave, Crossgates, and the northway. I am also deeply
concerned about EMERGENCY RESPONDERS' access to this stretch of Rapp road.  The area contains many SENIORS
and HANDICAPPED people.  
I can't imagine the effect on Gipp road as it becomes the main access to western ave from all of lower Washington ave
extension. Also rte 155 will become a parking lot. 
May I suggest AT THE VERY LEAST  comprehensive traffic and environmental studies.? 
Really need your help on this one. As always I appreciate your help. 
 
Kathie hannaford 
702 Greenwich dr  
Albany 12203 
518 456 5079 
518 22q 1302 cell 
peace, 
the hannafords 
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Kenneth Kovalchik <kovalchikk@togny.org>

Opposition of Apartment Complex on Rapp Road 
1 message

Mary Pat <mph31@nycap.rr.com> Mon, May 6, 2019 at 6:41 PM
To: Laura.travison@albanycountyny.gov, mayor@albanyny.gov
Cc: Kovalchikk@togny.org

I am writing to express my opposition to the apartment complex of 200 units and the Rapp Road Barrier currently being
considered.  As a 30 year resident of the Village in the Green Community, I am very concerned about the increase in
traffic as well as further destruction of the Pine Bush.  If this project does get approved, I would be totally against the
Rapp Road Barrier due to the inconvenience it will cause Village in the Green residents and the effect it will have on
emergency responders coming to our complex. 
 
I ask that you reject this proposal for the sake of your city and county residents already living in this area. 
 
Thank you....Mary Pat Hickey,  Resident, Village in the Green Community, Greenwich Drive, Albany, NY  12203 
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Kenneth Kovalchik <kovalchikk@togny.org>

Proposed 200 Apartments on Rapp Road 
1 message

ldarco@nycap.rr.com <ldarco@nycap.rr.com> Mon, May 6, 2019 at 12:10 PM
To: "laura.travison@albanycountyny.gov" <laura.travison@albanycountyny.gov>
Cc: "kovalchikk@togny.org" <kovalchikk@togny.org>

Ms. Laura Travison:

 

I am the President of the Board of Directors at the Village in the Green condominiums off Pine Lane which is adjacent to Gipp Road.
Our residents in 96 condominiums are strongly against the proposed 200 apartment development on Rapp Road. Just as our neighbors
are concerned, we do not want to see increased traffic in this area which is adjacent to the Pine Bush and has a uniquely quiet
character. We are also concerned about the continued gobbling up of unique Pine Bush land and habitat.

 

If this development is approved against the wishes of neighborhood residents, we strongly oppose the building of a barrier on Rapp
Road just south of Gipp Road which would make Rapp Road a dead end when approaching from south or north of Gipp Road. Not
only would this be a great inconvenience to our residents when navigating local roads, it is scary to think of the effect it would have
on emergency responders reaching our complex.

 

I was told that there has not been an updated traffic study with trip generation data for the proposed 200 apartments. There should be
an updated traffic study for this planned development before a vote is taken.

 

Thank you for your consideration of the concerns of our residents.

 

Lawrence D’Arco

President, Board of Directors

Village in the Green Condominiums

Greenwich Drive

Albany, NY

Ldarco@nycap.rr.com

 

mailto:Ldarco@nycap.rr.com
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Kenneth Kovalchik <kovalchikk@togny.org>

Say No to the Rapp Road Apartment Complex 
1 message

Mohua Chakraborti <mohua.chakraborti@gmail.com> Tue, May 7, 2019 at 11:23 AM
To: kovalchikk@togny.org

Good morning,
 
I am a tenant in Village in the Green condominium, which resides on Pine Lane right off of Rapp Road. I was very upset
to learn of this new proposal to develop a 200 unit apartment complex, and I urge you and your office to say no to this
complex for the following reasons: 
 
1. Approving this proposal would create a barrier between Gipp Road and Crossgates Mall Road that would prevent us
from driving to and from Western Avenue on Rapp Road. This can effect emergency response to a condominium
development where many retirees/elderly reside.
 
2. This development would cause further destruction to the Pine Bush. I purchased my condominium to find solace in
nature in an otherwise busy city. This development would destroy our already fragile environment. I am aware of the
efforts New York is trying to make to improve our environment. Denying this needless complex would set a good example
for this county, and the state. 
 
3. Rapp Road sees too much traffic and too little care. The road is covered with pot holes and cracks and is quite narrow.
It is not properly maintained, and a complex would cause it even more stress. Widening the road would encroach on a
protected historical community, and increased maintenance of the road would just hike up the costs the county already
pays for infrastructure. The road is barely taken care of as it is, and there is no guarantee it would be taken care of in the
future. 
 
4. Last but not least, Rapp Road Historic District is one of the only intact African American communities in which their
descendants are living in dwellings constructed because of the people who took part in the Great Migration (please refer
to this site https://rapproad.wordpress.com/). Instead of focusing on new complexes and buildings, this historic site should
be preserved and better maintained. Building apartments will further sweep away the African American history in this
country, a history his country is so easily able to forget.
 
I am grateful you took the time to read this email. I apologize for its length, but I deeply care for my home, and I'd hate to
see it destroyed. Please find it in your heart to say no to this apartment complex.
 
Sincerely,
Mohua Chakraborti 

https://rapproad.wordpress.com/
















 

Habitat HQ  │  207 Sheridan Ave., Albany, NY 12210      tel (518) 462-2993    habitatcd.org 
Habitat ReStore  │  70 & 80 Fuller Rd., Albany, NY 12205    tel (518) 275-6638    habitatcd.org/restore 

We build strength, stability and self-reliance 
through affordable homeownership.  

 
Mr. Stephen Feeney, Chairman 
Town of Guilderland Planning Board 
Town Hall, Route 20 
PO Box 339 
Guilderland, NY 12084-0339 

April 16, 2019 
 
CC: Albany County Planning Board; 449 New Salem Road, Voorheesville, NY 12186, Lisa M. Ramundo, 
Commissioner 
RE: Pyramid Rapp Road Apartment Proposal 
 
Dear Mr. Feeney, 
 
I am writing to urge you to deny Pyramid’s proposal to build 222 apartments and townhouses on Rapp Road. 
 
Habitat for Humanity’s core belief is that access to homeownership empowers families to save for the future, 
providing a platform for generations to thrive. Rapp Road is a living testimony to the generational power of 
homeownership – as well as a unique example of history not only to Albany, but to the history of our country as a 
whole.    
 
In 1930, African-American sharecroppers from Shubuta, Mississippi moved to Albany, NY in 1930 with their 
pastor Louis Parson in hopes of building a life free of debt and racial violence. They purchased a marshy 14-acre 
parcel for $400, started to farm, and used their earnings to build homes and expand their landholdings. As Sara 
DeWitt explained, "People would come with whatever little bit of money they had and little by little they built 
their houses and created this community.” 
 
Twelve of the original homes remain, the majority occupied by descendants of the original families. The Rapp 
Road community is listed on both the national and state registers of historical places, and, in 2016, was named to 
the list of “Seven to Save” — important districts or buildings selected by the New York State Preservation League 
as worthy of preservation. 
 
Habitat Capital District supports Beverly Bardequez, president of the Rapp Road Historical Association, in 
opposing this development which threatens the survival of this historic community. Pyramid’s mall and hotel 
have already surrounded this neighborhood. Further development will increase the density and traffic, and 
threaten its very character. Rapp Road is the only place in the Capital District where youth can go to see the 
living history of the Great Migration and African-American agrarianism. It is a rare and precious community 
that Pyramid threatens to destroy. 
 
I urge you to oppose Pyramid’s proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Christine Schudde 
Executive Director 
Habitat for Humanity Capital District 
christine@habitatcd.org 


